
Staff Report 
Submission Date: July 29, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: James Phelps, Senior Planner 

Subject: Recommendation by Staff to issue a Notice of Non-Renewal of portions of certain 
Williamson Act Contracts. 

Location: Multiple Parcels in Siskiyou County 

Exhibits: A.  The Nature Conservancy 
1. Contract 93002 

  2. The Nature Conservancy Email 
 B. Sierra Cascade Nursery 

1. Contract 83015  
  2. Sierra Cascade Nursery Email 
 C. Shasta Cascade Timberlands LLC 

1. Contract 72005 
 D.  Acer Klamath Forest LLC 

1. Contract 72025 
  2. Contract 72030A 
  3. Contract 72077A 
  

Background and Discussion 

Pursuant to Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), staff continues to survey and review properties under Williamson Act 
contract to verify compliance and determine if commercial agricultural operations continue to be the primary 
use of the property. Additionally, courtesy notices are sent to new property owners of Williamson Act 
contracted land, which provides information on where the county guidelines can be found and explains that 
should their property be only a portion of an existing contract, they must submit an application to the county 
to rescind their property from the existing contract and reissue a new contract consisting solely of their 
property. Property owners who chose not to apply for their own contract or do not complete the application 
process are then notified that staff will be recommend a Notice of Non-Renewal be issued for their property as 
remaining under the multi-owner contract is not in compliance with the county guidelines. 
 
On July 28, 2024, staff mailed notice of the recommendation to each of the property owners on record.  
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93002 (portion) – The Nature Conservancy  

 
Figure 1 – 93002 The Nature Conservancy Property 

Subject Property - 
227.18 acres located on Miners Creek Road, south of the city of Etna on APNs 023-171-030, 023-171-070, 023-
171-080, 023-171-180, 023-171-500 & 023-171-510 (Figure 1). 
Contract and Preserve History - 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 93002, Noted as Clerk’s contract 479, as recorded on March 1, 
1993, in the Siskiyou County Records as Document No 93002212 and amended by Document No. 03-
0000280 on January 8, 2003. 
o Consists of 289.08 acres with two separate property owners (Stapleton & The Nature Conservancy) 
o The primary Commercial Agricultural Use was not specified in the recorded contract. 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 93-18 on January 12, 1993. 
Compliance Issues- 

• On January 10, 2024, the Planning Division was notified by the Assessor’s office that certain parcels 
under Williamson Act Contract have changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner 
letting them know that being as only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different 
owner, they would need to apply for their own contract. 

o The property owner requested information on the application process, which staff provided. 
o The property owner has decided not to pursue a contract (See Exhibit A-1). 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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83015 (portion) – Sierra Cascade Nursery 

 
Figure 2 – 83015 – Sierra Cascade Nursery Property  

Subject Property - 
421.4 acres located east of Highway 97 and west of Leavers Lane, south of the community of Macdoel on APN 
011-250-460 (Figure 2). 
Contract and Preserve History - 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 83015, noted as Clerk’s Contract 392, as recorded on February 
18, 1984, in the Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 84001410. 
o Consists of 541.4 acres with two separate property owners (Sierra Cascade Nursery & Leavers) 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Alfalfa Hay. 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 271 Book 11. 
Compliance Issues- 

• On August 15, 2023, the Planning Division found that certain parcels under Williamson Act Contract 
have changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner letting them know that being 
as only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different owner, they would need to 
apply for their own contract. 

o The property owner requested information on the application process, which staff provided. 
o The property owner requested a 30-day extension to decide if they wanted to apply for a 

contract. 
o The property owner has decided not to pursue a contract (See Exhibit B-2). 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder.  
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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72005 (portion) – Shasta Cascade Timberlands LLC 

 
Figure 3 – 72005 – Shasta Cascade Timberlands LLC Property 

Subject Property - 
160 acres located south of Schulmeyer Road, south of the city of Yreka on APN 014-350-050 (Figure 3). 
Contract and Preserve History - 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72005, noted as Clerk’s Contract 84, as recorded on February 
25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651, Page 114. 
o Originally 400 acres however 240 acres were issued a Notice of Non-Renewal in 2013. 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranch 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 184 in Book 4. 
Compliance Issues- 

• 2021 survey noted Forestry as the use occurring on the property. 
• 2023 Surveys have not been returned. Staff is unable to determine if a legitimate commercial 

agricultural use is occurring on this property. A notice of non-compliance was mailed on October 31, 
2023. 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property manager, FWS Forestry. 

  



Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
July 29, 2024 

Williamson Act Contract Notice of Non-Renewal Recommendation (AGN-24-02) 
Administrator Review and Recommendation – Staff Report  Page 5 

72025 (portion), 72030A (portion) & 72077A (portion) – Acer Klamath Forest, LLC 

 
Figure 4 – 72025 (portion)– Acer Klamath Forest LLC Property 

Subject Property - 
640 acres located south of W Greenhorn Road and McAdams Creek Road, west of the city of Yreka on APNs 
014-181-160 and 014-181-370 (Figure 4). 
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Figure 5 – 72030A (porƟon) & 72077A (porƟon) – Acer Klamath Forest LLC Property 

Subject Property - 
2600 acres located north and east of the city of Montague on APNs 004-150-040, 004-150-100, 004-160-010, 
004-160-030, 004-160-040, 004-160-020, 004-170-020 and 004-170-130 (Figure 5). 
Contract and Preserve History – 
72025 

 Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72025, noted as Clerk’s Contract 82, as recorded on February 
25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651, Page 62. 

o Consists of 4555.91 acres with eleven separate property owners (Holm, Siskiyou Land Trust, 
BenneƩ, Chandler, Hawkinson, Acer Klamath Forest LLC, Joens, Moody, Morrison, Scarface 
Investments LLC and Ulics). 

o NoƟces of Non-Renewal have been issued to five different property owners, consisƟng of 
approximately 1052.03 acres. (Owners – Chandler, Joens, Moody, Scarface Investments LLC and 
Ulics)  

o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranching 
 Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board ResoluƟon 184, Book 4. 

72030A 
 Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72030A, noted as Clerk’s Contract 106, as recorded on February 

25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 652, Page 20. 
o Consists of 1925 acres with three separate property owners (Flanagan, Acer Klamath Forest LLC 

and Middendorf). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranching 

 Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board ResoluƟon 404 in Book 2, Adopted January 28, 1969. 
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72077A 
• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72077A, noted as Clerk’s contract 117, as recorded on February 

25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 652, Page 192. 
o Consists of 3120 acres with two separate property owners (Acer Klamath Forest LLC and Kuck 

Brothers LLC) 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Cattle Ranch 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 184 in Book 4. 

Compliance Issues- 
• On June 22, 2022, the Planning Division was notified by the Assessor’s office that certain parcels under 

Williamson Act Contract have changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner 
letting them know that being as only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different 
owner, they would need to apply for their own contract. 

o The property owner submitted an application on May 22, 2023 for a Williamson Act Contract 
amendment, however, did not complete the application process. 

o On October 3, 2023, staff gave a final 60-days’ notice to complete the required documentation 
to process the application. No response was received. 

• 2023 Surveys have not been returned. Staff is unable to determine if a legitimate commercial 
agricultural use is occurring on this property. 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Phone number and Email address provided by property manager, FWS Forestry. 

 
Analysis 

Williamson Act Contracts are binding agreements between landowners and the county that assume the terms 
of the contract continue to be met, and landowners remain in compliance with County Guidelines in exchange 
for reduced property tax assessments. When it appears to the County that a landowner is not complying with 
county policies or terms of the contract, the County will issue a notice of non-renewal upon the property 
owner. 

As the subject properties are not in compliance, as detailed in Background and Discussion, it would be 
appropriate for the County to issue a notice of non-renewal. 

Pursuant to the County Rules Section II. the Agricultural Preserve Administrator (Administrator) will review and 
make recommendations on terminating (non-renewing) contracts. 
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From: Molly Breitmun
To: Bernadette Cizin
Cc: Amy Campbell
Subject: RE: Email B. Cizin
Date: Friday, June 21, 2024 2:56:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Bernadette,

It was great to talk to you yesterday -thanks for your helpful guidance.

The Nature Conservancy has decided to pursue a non-renewal of the Williamson Act on Miners Creek Ranch, 5932 Miners Creek Road,
Etna, CA 96027.  

Let me know if you have any questions, and thank you,
Molly

Molly Breitmün (she/her)
Molly Breitmün (she/her)
Klamath Stewardship Project
Associate 
Scott & Shasta Watersheds

The Nature Conservancy
molly.breitmun@tnc.org
Cell (530)925-2322

From: Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us> 
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 2:55 PM
To: Molly Breitmun <molly.breitmun@TNC.ORG>
Subject: Email B. Cizin

Bernadette Cizin
Associate Planner
Siskiyou County Community Development
806 S. Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097
530-841-2151
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You don't often get email from bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us. Learn why this is important

From: Tammy Lyons
To: Bernadette Cizin
Cc: Dianne Johnson
Subject: RE: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460
Date: Friday, December 8, 2023 1:29:04 PM
Attachments: image004.png

HI Bernadette,

We would like to non-renew as that seems the easiest way to proceed as we do not
want to apply for the Williamson Act. 

We should wait for the nonrenewal information per your email below and I will
agree to it. Thank you for your help.

Respectfully,

Tammy Lyons
Director of Procurement
Sierra- Cascade Nursery, Inc.
750 Sandhill Rd. Ste 210
Reno, Nevada 89521
530-251-7396 Cell Phone

From: Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 8:30 AM
To: Tammy Lyons <Tammy.Lyons@sierracascadenursery.com>
Cc: Dianne Johnson <dmjohnson@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460

To opt out – The landowner must serve notice upon the Conty at least 90 days prior to the renewal
date (January 1) in order for it to become effective the next renewal period. Because this is only a
portion of an existing contract, this will have to be applied for and processed through the Planning
Department.
Or
If you do not apply for your own contract by the December 18 extension date, planning staff will
recommend the Board of Supervisors issue a notice of non-renewal. This will take some time to
process on our end and the non-renewal would start January 1, 2025. We do ask that if you decide
to go this route, when you receive our notice, you respond that you are not opposed to the non-

Exhibit B-2
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You don't often get email from bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us. Learn why this is important

renewal. This just makes it clear to the Board that both parties are in agreement to non-renew this
portion of the contract.

From: Tammy Lyons <Tammy.Lyons@sierracascadenursery.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 8:14 AM
To: Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Cc: Dianne Johnson <dmjohnson@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460

Thank you, Bernadette.  I have a question in regard to opting out of the Williamson
Act.  Is the process the same, do we need a BOD resolution and give legal
notification to the Ag Preserve Administrator?  I also see if we don’t reply that it
goes into non- renewal status, would this be the same as opting out.  Perhaps there
are consequences to the non-renewal status that there is not to the request to opt
out.  I am just trying to understand the processes when I am asked.  They are going
to discuss this with the BOD this week.

Respectfully,

Tammy Lyons
Director of Procurement
Sierra- Cascade Nursery, Inc.
750 Sandhill Rd. Ste 210
Reno, Nevada 89521
530-251-7396 Cell Phone

From: Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 7:26 AM
To: Tammy Lyons <Tammy.Lyons@sierracascadenursery.com>
Cc: Dianne Johnson <dmjohnson@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: FW: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460

Good morning.

I submitted your request to the Ag Preserve Administrator. A 60-day extension has been granted.
You will need to submit an Amendment application no later than December 18, 2023. Should we not
receive your application by that date, your property under contract will be recommended for non-
renewal.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Prior to submitting your application package, I would
recommend you contact Dianne Johnson, Planning Permit Tech to confirm you have all documents
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necessary to process your application and the appropriate fees are included.

Thank you,

Bernadette Cizin
Associate Planner
Siskiyou County Community Development
806 S. Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097
530-841-2151

From: planning <planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 3:25 PM
To: Bernadette Cizin <bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: FW: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460

From: Tammy Lyons <Tammy.Lyons@sierracascadenursery.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2023 1:48 PM
To: planning <planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: Request for Extension to File for Williamson Act 011-250-460

Hi,

Sierra-Cascade Nursery Inc. would like to request an extension on the October 16th

deadline to apply for the Williamson Act on 011-250-460. Our BOD will be meeting
next week we would like more time to discuss and file the appropriate paperwork
to be in compliance. 

Thank you so much for your time.

Respectfully,

Tammy Lyons
Director of Procurement
Sierra- Cascade Nursery, Inc.
750 Sandhill Rd. Ste 210
Reno, Nevada 89521
530-251-7396 Cell Phone
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